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Education, Enterprise and Charities Committee: 2019 Report

EDUCATION, ENTERPRISE & CHARITIES 
The Education, Enterprise & Charities Committee continues to meet four times a year to review our grant-
making to our regular beneficiaries, and consider other applications for support. One meeting a year is 
devoted almost entirely to consideration of applicants for our Annual Special Award of £10,000 to a small 
charity nominated by one of our Liverymen – see the report on our 2019-20 winner, the Ahoy Centre, below. 
The Committee reports to the Company’s Court, which decides on the allocation of funds. 

In 2018/19 we again distributed around £70,000, supporting causes in and around the City and young 
people associated with our trades, whether in industry, higher education or the arts. All our prize-winners 
are encouraged to stay in contact with the Company and in particular are encouraged to apply for our 
new “Yeoman” category of membership, to maintain long-term involvement with us – see page 3 for more 
information on this.

Past Assistant Chris Burgess, Chairman of the Committee.

The Ahoy Centre (Deptford, London) received the 
£10,000 award for 2019-20 from the Master at his 
Installation Dinner. The Ahoy Centre is a watersports 
charity that gives disadvantaged and at risk young 
people the opportunity to take part in activities 
and courses on the water that promote transferable 
life skills. The award enabled the Centre to buy an 
additional Beneteau 7.5 keel boat to increase the 
number of young people who can benefit. 

The Master and other members of the Company 
involved in the award had a memorable day’s sailing 
on the new boat – appropriately badged as shown 
in the photo – and were very impressed with all they 
heard and saw when they visited the Ahoy Centre in 
November 2019.

Each year all Liverymen are invited to nominate for 
consideration for the Annual Special Award a charity 
that depends on volunteers and where a donation of 
£10,000 would make a real difference.

Previous recipients are listed in the education and 
charities pages of the Company’s website, and have 
covered a wide range of causes that help adults and 
children with very varying needs.

For more information / enquiries contact Assistant Christine Purdy.

THE ANNUAL SPECIAL AWARD

The members of the Education, Enterprise and Charities Committee are the Deputy Master; Assistants Elizabeth Bonfield and Christine Purdy; 
Past Assistants Chris Burgess (Chairman), John O’Shea, Bev Page and Lyn Churcher (Secretary); Liverymen Adam Baker, James Bevan,  
Dr Trevor Crichton and Marcy Leavitt-Bourne; and Piers Baker (the Clerk). The Master and Wardens are ex-officio members.

The Committee is grateful to the Honorary Chaplain, the Rev’d Prebendary Jeremy Crossley, for allowing it to use St Margaret Lothbury Parish 
Room for its meetings, and to the many members of the Company who help judge the awards reported on in the following pages, as well as 
to our university and industry partners who make many of the awards possible.
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Supporting our trades
Wire Link Travelling Scholar 
In alternate years, the Company and the US-based Wire Association 
International arrange for a young  wire industry professional to visit 
the industry on the opposite side of the Atlantic.  

Our 2019 winner was James Curry, a Sheffield-based production 
team leader and assistant site manager for Gripple, the global 
supplier of suspension systems (cf. Lanthorn 18, p. 13). Alongside 
fitting in an impressive supplementary list of extra-curricular activities 
(one weekend included watching drag racing, and contrasting visits 
to the world’s largest cave system and the Jack Daniels distillery), 
James enjoyed what he described as a two-week whirlwind tour of 
the US wire industry in May 2019.

This took in no fewer than 12 wire-manufacturing and related plants 
in Tennessee, Illinois and Indiana, followed by attendance at a range 
of sessions at WAI’s Interwire 2019 event at the Georgia World 
Congress Center. Visits in Illinois included one to the local Gripple 
plant; and at Alan Wire in Sikeston, Missouri, James was welcomed by 
last year’s Wire Link Scholar, Chris Palisch. In Indiana, James met one 
of our most senior previous Scholars, Kurt Breischaft, now President 
of SDI LaFarga.

For more information contact Assistant Martin Thacker of Fetternear.

At Gripple USA (James on right)

Touring Alan Wire with 2018 Wire Link Scholar Chris Palisch

Apprentices of the Year Awards
Our 2019 Metals Industry Apprentices of the Year were 

Abbiegail Hill (voestalpine Metsec plc) for Career Development;  
and Thomas Webster (Cementation Skanska Ltd.) for Craft Skills.

These awards, now in their 20th year, recognize excellence in engineering, metallurgy, or 
manufacturing skills; and commitment to career progression. They remain the only such awards 
specifically for young people undertaking formal apprenticeships in the metals industry. Our panel of 
judges interviewed eight finalists in Sheffield in March 2019 – our thanks to Graeme Craig at MakeUK 
for allowing the use of their office. All the finalists received cash prizes and certificates, and Abbiegail 
and Thomas came to our May 2019 Dinner at Trinity House to receive their awards. 

For more information contact Assistant Elizabeth Bonfield. 

Art & Design Awards
The Company’s prize-winner in the 2019 British Art Medal 
Society’s Student Medal Project was Amy Eves (Central 
St Martins, UAL). Her medal, a copy of which the Company 
has bought for its collection, is called Together in Isolation. 
Amy writes, Anxiety creeps into an individual’s life, wraps itself around their 

mind and isolates them until they feel like they can’t trust their own thoughts. Seven 

million people in the UK have experienced a panic attack. And yet when in the middle 

of one, you feel so alone. On the medal, the twisting and winding vines surround the 

lone figure in their turmoil,  whilst creeping into the crowd on the opposite face. We all feel isolated. But at least we are together in our isolation. 

For more information contact Liveryman Marcy Leavitt Bourne.
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Prize-winners at the May 2019 Dinner at Trinity House: left to right:  
Eloise Kramer (CSM 3 rd year prize 2018); Amy Eves (BAMS Student Medal Prize 
2019); Joseph Gabriel with his work Catalyst (detail below; RCA prize winner);  

and Katie Spragg, RCA tutor

Art & Design Awards (continued)

Ceramics & Glass Awards at the Royal College of Art 

Our competition, while optional for the students, has become 
an integral part of the the two-year MA course, and is open to 
both years. The 2019 prize for the most interesting or innovative 
use of tin, tin oxide or wire in ceramics or glass went to Joseph 
Gabriel (right in photo with other prize-winners; detail of work 
below right) for his work Catalyst, which plays with the tactile 
nature of tinplate to create texture in terracotta that contains 
tin oxide; the finished piece is evocative of a deciduous tree and 
foliage. Paul Rowbottom was commended for his slinky-like 
glass work (below).

3rd Year Jewellery Awards at Central  
St Martins, UAL
Our jury benefitted once again from the advice 
of internationally-renowned metalsmith and 
lecturer in metal, jewellery and silversmithing, 
Simone ten Hompel. They were unanimous in 

their choice of Jing 
Jiang as the winner 
for our 2019 award 
of the Best Use of 
Non-Precious Metal, 
for her delicate 
brass latticework jewellery (right) reinventing 
the complex traditional tian tsui technique by 
incorporating goose feathers recycled from 
abattoirs.

Danqi Zhao was commended for her poetic 
enamelled copper jewellery (left).

The co-ordinator for the above awards is  
Liveryman James Bevan.
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Student Awards & Prizes
Chamberlain Enterprise Project 

Alireza Valizadeh has completed his research at Brunel University, on the technology of joining aluminium 
alloys to steel through the low-cost process of overcasting, for use in aero-engine fuel pumps. Along the 
way, he won an inter-university award for the best 3-minute presentation of a PhD project; the Institute of 
Materials, Minerals and Mining’s Iron and Steel Society’s Frank Fitzgerald Medal for his research into steel 
alloys; and gave several oral and poster presentations of his research work in workshops and conferences in 
UK and overseas. Alireza has now joined Samad Power Ltd. in Milton Keynes as a project manager, helping 
the company to design and develop micro-turbines. He has also become a Yeoman of our Company. 

The project group, chaired by Past Master Nigel Gilson, is now taking forward discussions on a future project.

New Artefacts Project at Sheffield University
Thanks to a generous transfer of funds from the Iron & Steel 
West Midlands (Training) Trust, which has now closed but was 
originally founded to support the training of employees in 
the UK steel industry, we have been able to inaugurate a new 
award in association with the Sheffield University Department 
of Materials Science and Engineering.

61 students took part. They were divided into 11 Groups, each 
of which deconstructed and forensically analyzed two electric 
kettles  (one expensive and the other cheap), and then proposed improvements to their design or manufacture. 
Each group prepared a full report for the university and a two-page summary for the Company’s judges, plus 
an A1 Poster. Each group also made a ten minute presentation to the judging panel, which comprised University 
staff members alongside the Master and other representatives of the Company.

A new Alloy Design Award for students in the Materials Science and Metallurgy Department at Cambridge 
University, also funded from the West Midlands Training Trust transfer, is in preparation. 

Tinplate and Wire Design Awards at Loughborough University

Our 2019 prize for the Best Design project for a final year student was 
awarded to Desai Athanaze, who writes, 
My project aimed to help resolve various issues and risks waiting staff might encounter when 
transporting food and beverages around catering facilities. I developed a concept for a 3-tiered tray 
(made primarily from stainless steel and polypropylene) which could fold in on itself for storage. The 
concept also incorporates the ability to hold up to six glasses, three plates and copious amounts of 
cutlery, all with just one hand. 

Prizes for second year undergraduates were awarded for group work on:

•  Tinplate (right): 
Extruded metal bottles 
designed for life; called  
“The Companion”, they include a heater element, and provide data 
on the volume of water consumed.

•  Wire (left): “Steel Storage Solutions”: a range of steel mesh baskets 
for the office, garden, bedroom and kitchen, named Stanley, Sage, 
Siskin and Saffron.

Each group won both the design and the poster awards in their 
categories.

The co-ordinator for the above awards is Past Assistant Bev Page.

Artefacts project award winners with the Company’s judges
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Travel Awards for Research Students at City University 

Our 2019 City University Travelling Fellowship enabled Dr Swetha S Bobba to present a paper on the use of 
graphene at the June 2019 Advanced Materials Congress on Composite Materials in Stockholm. Minor awards 
to Miss Qianhui Li and Mohamed Elshalakani supported their attendance at international conferences.
These awards are coordinated by Past Assistant John O’Shea.

“Best in Class” student prizes 
In association with Rolls Royce, we awarded prizes in 2018-19 to four materials science students: Maxim 
Vreeswijk and Nicholas Twyman at Imperial College London; and Harry Coppock and Jack Johnson at 
Manchester University. Prizes were as usual also awarded to top-scoring engineering students at Swansea and 
Cardiff Universities.
For more information contact Past Assistant Bev Page.

Internship & work experience 
Cameron Rees, a second year undergraduate Materials Science & Engineering 
student at Swansea University, won our summer internship at Tinmasters, which 
supplies printed and coated sheet, strip and blanks for the metal packaging 
industry (see p. 14). Cameron writes, I was able to gain a wealth of knowledge from skilled and 
professional workers while being entrusted with relevant and important projects. This put me at the centre of a 
company, gaining invaluable experience for my degree and future. 

Two additional Materials Science and Engineering students at Swansea,  
Alice Armstrong and Thomas Curtis, also received awards which helped them 
each gain several weeks’ industrial experience during the summer months.

Our Swansea awards are generously supported by the Simon Gibson Charitable Trust. We are grateful to 
Richard O’Neill, CEO of Tinmasters, for continuing the placements begun under Afon Tinplate. 

For more information contact Past Assistant John O’Shea.

Supporting schools
At the City of London Freeman’s School, we continue to provide a bursary for an A-level science student in 
the sixth form. We also support prizes for electronics, politics, computer studies, service to the school and 
contribution to the School Council, which were presented by the Lord Mayor at prize giving in July 2019.

We continue to organize an annual visit to Bore Place organic farm in Chiddingstone for primary school pupils 
from Thomas Fairchild Community School, Hackney, and Canon Barnett School, Tower Hamlets. The children 
learn about food origins and healthy eating, as part of the year four curriculum.
For more information contact Past Assistant Chris Burgess (for Freemen’s) / Liveryman Adam Baker.

Other donations
Our special appeal to Liverymen raised £6000 in support of 
the 2019 London Taxi Drivers’ Charity for Children’s outing to 
Southend. Laurence Mutkin, as Upper Warden, joined the send-off 
for volunteer London licensed taxi drivers and over 200 special 
needs and disadvantaged children from Sainsbury’s car park in 
Chingford, and judged the Best Dressed Taxi competition (see 
https://www.ltcfc.org.uk/southend-2019-outing/). 

We also contribute annually to a range of causes in and around 
the City, such as the Guildhall School of Music and Drama bursary 
fund; the Connection at St Martin-in-the-Fields for homeless people; the Lord Mayor’s Charity; and the 
Mansion House Scholarship Scheme.

Master’s Fund 

Every year, the Master has a discretionary allocation of £3000 from within the Charity Fund. Peter Wilkinson 
took advantage of this to support the St Martin-in-the-Fields Trust, the Children’s Trust and Treloar’s.

Cameron Rees with the Master at Goldsmiths’ Hall


